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Edward Clayton Eſq -Dorning Raſbotham Eſqz 
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Aſhton Lever Eſq, John Parr Eſq; 
William Hulton Eſq; Henry White Efq; | 
John Howarth Eſq, N George Birch Eſq; 
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Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
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By their obedient Servant, 
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e aun Bujineſe./ \...-ea0b 
' HLA I C Angler ad bas 
| HERE is nothing: incohich the ſu 
perior excellence of the Chriſtian 


Religion is more manifeſt, cham in 
eus Rules of civil or ceconomical Prudence 


which it every where inculcates. It was 
the exalted deſign of its divine Author, to 
raiſe his Followers to the utmoſt Degree 
of Perfection, that our nature is capable of 
in this Life; and with this Intention, that 
they ſhould be ſupplied with Rules and Max- 
ims to direct their Conduct, in every Stu- 
tion and Circumſtance incident to them. | 


Tron e two oPreceprs contained i in the Text 
regard 


wt. [24 
regard us in our civil Capacity; but are fo e- 
minently uſeful, as to extend to almoſt every 
Duty, reſulting from that complicated Con- 


nection.—As Parents and Maſters, they en- 
join that induſtrious Attention to our ſeveral 


Callings, which is neceſſary for the comfort- 
able Support of our Offspring and Depen- 
dents.—As Neighbours, chat kind, tractable 
and benevolent Diſpoſition, which rejoices to 
make every one eaſy and happy about . 
Aud, as Subjects, chat peaceable Submiſſion 
ro Government, which is abiolutely neceſſary 
to the Eads of it, and for air its . 


and ede 09% Nag. iche 
01 0102 

ge \Tictsx iow are ae which « can never 
be unſeaſonably recommended from the 
Place where I now am; but, at all Times, 
are Subjects highly beſitting che Miniſters 
of che Goſpel, and which may deſervedly 
exhauſt the Eloquence of its moſt eminent 
Profeſſors. But never more ſo, than upon | 


the * cheſe * when che 


Hz: 


Miniſters of Juſtice appear, tho with'reluc- 


tant Severity, to take Cognizance of thale 
ralh Deviations from them, wh 
—— rg i 


Bur . not bo miſunderſtood, i, in 

the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe, I am led 
to animadvert upon the deſtructive Conſequen- 

ces of ſuch Offences, and thence to vindicate - 
the juſt Severity of Law, as if it was meant 
to give an Edge and Keenneſs to its Awards. 
Sure I am, our Law, like that benevolent Prin- 


ciple from whence it is derived, and under 1 


whoſe kind Influence, it is planned, © hopeth, 
te helieveth, and” almoſt * endureth, all Things: 
And therefore all unneceſſary, all unavoid- - 
able Severity is as inconſiſtent with its true 
and genuine Spirit, as it is repugnant to the 
e and g of its mne af 
Tus Dodiinesi in | che Text, it-was obftre- | 
ed, reſpe& our ſocial, Connections; and pre- 
ſcribe two Duties, of the utmoſt Conſequence 


[4] 


to public and private Happineſs: A diligent 
and induſtrious Attention to the Buſineſs and 


Demands of our own ſeveral Stations; and a 
peaceable and quiet Behaviour towards others. 
I chooſe to invert the Order in which they 
are placed by the Apoſtle, - becauſe, I think, 
the former may be looked upon as almoſt a 
Conſequence of the latter. A Man who 
has all, or the greateſt Part of his Time and 
Attention taken up, in purſuing the Concerns 
of his own proper Buſineſs and Employment, | 
will have little Leiſure or Inclination for in- 
terfering in thoſe of his Neighbourz leſs ſtill, 
for petulantly obtruding himſelf into thoſe 
of the Public, which are ſo remote from his 
FE e or (ROAR gere 


TO do his own Buſineſs, to be employed 
in ſome uſeful occupation, is a Duty ſo in- 
cumbent on, and eſſential to every Member 
of Society, conſidered as ſuch, that otherwiſe 
tis ſcarcely poſſible ro conceive, how it ſhould 


flouriſh, or indeed almoſt ſubült. This is that 
Compact, 


4 i 
Compact, which, if not exprefied; yet is Fir- 5 
tually implied, in the Original of eycry civil 
Aſſociation. For if we conſider che primary 
Ends which may be ſuppoſed to have firſt gi- 


Mankind, of themſelyes the moſt helpleſs and 
indigent part of the Cxeation, into Bodies; we 
thall find them to have been thoſe of mutual 
Protection and Accommodation. That each 
Individual beraking himſelf to that, for which, 
from Genius and Circumſtances; he was belt 
adapted, the Abilities of che Whole might 
be employed to the utmoſt advantage —A- : 
greeable to this Repreſentation is that beau- 
tiful Deſcription of the Apoſtle, —< The Bo- 
% dy is not ane Member, but many; which 
God has adjuſted and diſpoſed of, in ſuch a 
Manner, as it has pleaſed him. Each in- 
deed of different Magnitude and Impor- 
tance, yet all neceſſary to the Health and 
Vigor of the Whole. Nay ſuch is their 
mutual Relation to one another, and che Force 
and Importance of that Tie by which they 


ven Birth to Society, and to have colleced 


are linked together; that the Eye cannot ſa 


G | to 


£61 


2 to the Hand, I have no Need of thee; nor 
<« the Head to the Feet, I have no need of 
you. From this beautiful Arrangement, 
the whole Structure * fitly framed together, 
«and compacted by that which every Joint 
Wy ſupplieth, according to the effectual Work- 
ing in the Meaſure of every Part, maketh 


Increaſe of the Body, unto the Edifying of 
4 itſelf in Love. — To this we owe all the 


Conveniencies, nay almoſt all the Neceſſaries 
of Life. Hence has ariſen that beautiful 
Train of Arts and Sciences, which are at once 
the Ornament and Strength of a Community. 
And hence too thoſe tender and endearing 
Acts of Urbanity, which ſmooth and ſweeten 
the Intercourſe of Life; and which generally 

have been found to increaſe in the ſame Pro- 

portion, in which thoſe politer Improvements 
have advanced. A Society thus happily © at 
0 Vaity in itſelf; ſo admirably conſtituted 
in it's internal Frame, as to have all its Parts 
in due Subordination to one another, and, in 


ther Application, all jointly concurring to 
2 |: the 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


K 73 . 1 
the ** Welfar are: Such: e a N 


FEES 


be, wanting in chat Par: oply. yhich remains 


to compleat it's 'Charager 4 due 
Dependence on God, 1 f 


Do d4.o 9 SES In ee 


to intereſt his watchful Providence 9 2s Fa- jo 
vor. Religion here will be 3 that - 
only which can give Succeſ J and Scabi ility to 2 


the beſt concerted Meaſures, Jand it 8 rdi- i 
nances therefore obſerved with a eonſcientiogs 8 
e N N 


19. 


| ww 8 
234 3 3 TI. 414 
Ts 


Bor, 1 we iovert this ee war 1 ie 4-6 
we ſuppoſe each Member let Tooſe fron. thac 
ſacred Tie which linked the Whole tc rogether, 
and no longer influenced by a Regard to his 


own, or the general Advantage —If, f in 14k 
| Place of Induſtry, . Frugalicy, and Teraperance 171 


we ſubſtitu te their oppolites Indolence, Luxe | 


ury and Exceſs; what more is wanting to com- 
* pleat the Deſtruction of ſuch a Community? 


Arts and Sciences fade and periſh, and Want 
and Deſolation, reign with unbridled Sway. BY 


The whole, Head is ſick and the, whole 


1 
WH Sn E 3 Tire js neither Wiſdem « to 
A tos 


ze to execute; but, infected 
u che general Contagion, * tro the 
le of © the F Foor ever unto the Head Wr 
1 _poſſible 
to be ſo wanting. in Duty to iclelf, without, 
ax, the lame Time, v J g chat, which 


"i owed to It's In this Reſpect too 
therefore, e how is 25 faichful City become 


A 


822 
N S &f Ks 
e is no 


« an Harlot! How proſtitute in Principle, | 
$8 well as, Practice « It was full of Judg- | 


« ment, Rig hxcouſhels Ba in it, buc now 
lurderers,” Sd, b- 1 | i "i 


4+) 


Task re Repreſentations, which, tho' pure- 
y ideal, and ſuch 3 perhaps as never did, nor 
n probably exiſt in any mere human ! Efta- 


Ulilhenents, yet are not altogether without 


their Uſe; as the former may ferve to remind 
ub of that Standard of Perfettian, for which 
We were deſigned ned, and to which it is our 


Duty to be continulhy approaching; the o- 


de chat ſhocking Sink of Deſtruction and 
Miſery, 


J 
& 


} 
& 
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Miſery, where our Vices are e pre. 


eipitating us. Tho two oppoſite Extremes, 


yet they ſerve to ſnhew us the immediate 
T 826830 of every Inſtance of publick and pri 
vate Virtue and Vice; and therefore direct to 
a proper Application of thoſe Means, which 
every Society is n. was for-1 its n 
and Protection. ng 30-09-5183: 155 


Tis true indeed, in every well 1 
Government, as in every ſound and vigorous 
Conſtitution, the Effects of ſome ſlight Indiſ- 
poſition may not, at firſt, be ſo ſenſibly felt, 
or have fo fatal a Tendency, as to ſtrike at its 
Vitals: I will, on the contrary, ſuppoſe its Vi- 
rulence and Poiſon may be thrown off in the 
ordinary Circulation, without having Recourſe 


to any painful Methods of Cure. Yer if per- 
mitted to return, or extendits Influence far- 
ther, the Conſtitution becomes inſenſibly im- 
Paired, and at laſt is ſcarcely preſerved by the 


Abilities and Skill of the moſt conſummate 
Phyſician, —Butr, to. ſpeak without a Figure; 
D where 


1200 


vhere a Member of Society neglects his Duty, 
or acts out of it, he contributes fo tar to its 
Ruin and Subverſion; and there muſt enſue 
a Defect and a Miſchief as un. 
Influence of * Station. bo 


W mee ** neceſſirp of Penal 


ng which are to the political, what Phyſick 
is to the natural Body; both irkſome and 
painful in their Operation, but both neceſſaryß 


to Health. In the due Execution of which, 


conſiſts the Excellency of their Character, to 
whom is delegated tliat Part of che —— 


e 


To ſte true e Judgment unto the 


ce « Peopte? — to reſpet no Man's Perſon to 
extend Mercy to every deſerving Object, yet 


Kill to keep in View that ſupreme Part of it, 
which is due to the Publick—theſe are ſome 
of the Out · lines of a Character which I have 


or faltirly touched, and which indeed tis as 


unneceſſar y 


tu! 


eee, ai would be inidious toda 
nnen 62 6) 
C i; O 1A 


* 3 24 Branch-of Di: 


ty preſcribed in the Text, which was meant 


to regulate our Conduct and Behaviour to- 
wards others; and enjoins a quiet, peaceable 
and moffenſive Deportment, towards "OT 
Perſons, AP and Characters. 


Tuts Duty indeed is 1 en 
ſome Qualification, we axe not abſolurely and 
expreſsly required to be quiet, but that we 


ſtudy to beſo. This implies not only in ge- 


neral a Difficulty, but ſometimes an uttet 
Impoſſibility, in the Diſcharge of it; ariſiag 
too not ſo much perhaps from any Diſineli- 
nation in ourſelves, as the unaceduntable Hu 
mours and Tempers of others. The Apottle 
knew full well there were Characters in the 
World, of fo perverſe and diabolical a gr 
as to return Hatred for Good - Will; 


vere ſo far from being influenced, or a 


upon 


=- 


[12] 


upon, by. che moſt obliging Condeſcentions, 
that theſe ſerved only as ſo many Encourage- 
ments to Injury and Oppreſſion.— It was a 
Treatment like this, that extorted from the 
Pſalmiſt thoſe | patheric Complaints: Wo 
* js me, that I am conſtrained, to dwell with 
ce Meſech, and to have my Habitation among 
© the Tents of Kedar! My Soul hath long 
te dwelt among them that are Enemies to 
, Peace! I labour for Peace, but, when J 
E ſpeak unto them thereof, chey make: m. 
Cc n ready 0 Hate Aub 0 


Bor, cho this may e be the Caſe, 
yet in general tis otherwiſe —A ſoft Anſwer 
will, for the moſt part, turn away Wrath; at 
leaſt tis the moſt probable Method to produce 
ſo happy an Effect: But ſhould: it ſometimes 
fail to do fo, yet the Generality of the Rule 
can hardly be affected by a few Exceptions. 
— The Apoſtle t then muſt be allowed to have 
effectually conſulted the Peace, the Happineſs 


and Repoſe « of the World, when he com- 
mands 


30 110 
LEI 


— — — — 
_ — — — —?' 


1 5 — 1 
- 


— —— — — 


—— 


lent Advice, or the Prevalence of vicious Pro- 


1 
. 


[ 21. 


mands us'to cultivate thoſe Diſpoſitions which F 
have a direct Tendency to promote them. And 
ic muſt be eicher a groſs Neglect of ſuch excel- | 


penſities, that can deprive it of ſuch invaluable 
Bleſſings. For thus another inſpired Writer 
has taught us to reaſon: ** From whence come 
Wars and Fightings among you? Come 
e they not hence, even of your Luſts. '—To 
check and reſtrain theſe then is as much a 


part of good Policy and true Patriotiſm, as 


it is of © pure and unfeigned Religion: And 
he muſt be equally regardleſs of his preſent 
and future F elicity, that can ſubmit his Con- 


duct to the Direction of ſuch nn! pe | ; - 


tuous Guides. 5 41 


Tux ſeveral Ways, in which we violate 
this divine Precept, are as various, as the 
Paſſions themſelves which lead to and ſug- 
geſt them. But, without deſcending to £00 
minute a Detail, ſome of them are ſo crimi- 


nal in their Nature, and ſo pernicious in 


(14) 


thelr Confequences, 1 as to demand our 4. 


3B nimadverſon. 


2 er then hy WY ever be Bok the 
moſt deſperare Offenders againſt the Duty 


in the Text, who violently invade the Per- 
ſon or Property of another; who either at 


once deprive him of Life itſelt, or deſpoil 
him of thoſe Accommodations which only 
perhaps could make it a Bleſſing. Theſe 
175 Crimes of ſo enormous a Size, and ſo deep 
©, ſuch daring Inſults upon Government, 
11 fo ſubverſive” of irs very Foundation, as 
to call for its fevereſt Reſentment. They 
er are Iniquities, each, to be puniſhed by the 
judge. Leaving them therefore in the 
Hands of thoſe, to whom the Supreme Power 
bas ſo wiſely committed them; who can beſt 
diſcern their ſeveral Natures and Degrees, to- 
gether with thoſe Circumftances which either 
add Horror, or excire Compaſſion; and who 
are veſted with ſufficient Power to fender to 
: each according to his Deferts, I proceed. - 
0 


L ts 1 


To another Species of Guilt, which; cho 
not equally cognizable before a Court of Ju- 
dicature with the former, yet is equally of- 
ſenſive to Society and the Apoſtolical, In- 
junction: I mean the ſecret Attacks of the 
Whiſperer and Slanderer. A good Name 
_ Solomon, is preferable. to great Ri- 
ch Io mam indeed it is inſtead. of, and 
. all che Purpoſes of the moſt ample 
Fortune; as it enables them, to purſue their 
ſeveral Callings, with Reputation and Suc- 
ceſs. Bur even thoſe, whoſe Rank and For- 
tune place chem iu a Situation above depend- 
ing upon it for a Subſiſtance;, even theſe, how- 
ever amply provided with external Accom- 
modations, cannot be inſenſible of the Pleas 
ſure ariſing from che Eſteem of others. 
This can give a Luſtre to the moſt exalted 
Stations; nay can ade W even to Viz- 
rue ſel, — - 2 £1151; i 


To Men 8 Abe Abtei | 


„What is lovely and of good Report, and 
ar ſuch 


FS). 


ſuch dy r one does 0 has the leaſt 
Remains of Honor or Integrity about him, a 
good Name will be conſidered as the moſt 
valuable part of his Poſſeſions; which he will 
guard with the moſt vatchful Care; nor ſuf- 


fer to be raviſhed from him, but with Life 
fitſelf.— But, what Care, what Reſolution is 


neceſſary ch guard ir againſt the inſidious 
Attacks T «the Peſtilence that walketh in 


6 Darkneſs! !” "What Precaution ſufficient, to $ 


ſcreen it from the Treachery of thoſe, who, 
under the Garb of Friendſhip, more effec- 


6 dbally meditate its Deſtruction “ It Was 
was not an open Enemy, ſays che Plalmiſt; © that 
did me this Diſhonor,” for then I might 

have thought of ſome Method of De- 
fence, or © peradventure I could have hid 
4 myſelf from him; but it was even thou, 


« my. Companion, my Guide, and my 'own 
« familiar Friend,” It cannot have eſcaped 


che Obſervation of any one, the Miſchief, 


the Diſtraction and Confuſion occaſioned by 


Men of this Character, who are at once a 
Dilgrace 


ll .... ((( 


L 


Diſgrace to eure e Ne 8. 
= 7 i: T4 -"f Wen w 50 


2 


= : Bow.) thirdly, beſides tha 8 * 
5 dy mentioned, in which we directly attack 
and outrage our Neighbour, we may likewiſe 
offend againſt the Rule in the Text, by too 
rigorous Methods of defending ourlelves.— 
I is doubtleſs the: Intention of Law, both di 
N vine and human, that Mankind ſhould, be ſ. 
cure from all hoſtile Attempts on one ano». = 
ther; nay: ſhould enjoy the peaceable Poſſeſi- 
on of every Thing they can, by any. fort of 
Right, call their own, . This is agreeable to 
the Plan of Perfection in which we were ori- 
i | ginally formed; bus the Corruption and De- 
| | -pravity, ſince introduced into our Nature, bas 
f altered and deformed that original Plan. We 
now find from experience, that in the ſeveral 
| <p Interferings t that are in the World, & It muſt 
| | . needs be that Offences come.” And the 
- Religion of Chriſt, which aroſe ſince thac Al a 
teration, and is altogether accommodated to 
F x 2 


£983 


A, hach taken in this *Conlideretion, and ſuſ- 
ficiently provided for it, by preſſing upon us 
the Duties of mutual Compaſſion and For- 

bearance. We ate there commanded as * the 
Elect of Cod,” if we have any Title or Pre- 
tenſions to that Character, or the Bleſſings 
and Pronmſes that artend it, to put on 
Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Meekneſs and 

Long Suffering; forbearing one another and 
forgiving one another, if any Man have a 
_* Quarrel againſt any. And what ſhall we 
'fay chem of rhofe vindiQive Appeals tu. Courts 

Juſtice, which are fo often made, and up- 


Du elt Bight Protocafions! H, in the Apo- 
=, "As Opinion, there be à fault when Men 
50 to Edw at all, (as doubtleſs ir general 
chere is, on one Side or other) ſurely it muſt 
have every A ggravation attending it, when 
we make it a Cover only for our Malice and 
*Referitment; which roo we ſeek every frivo- 
- "Jous Occaſion' of gratifying. How far theſe 
_ * Vaſfidns may be excited or ſharpetied, by the 
| rant Arts of unworthy Practixioners, I 
leave 


ws. 
e — ntahali bing | 


I am ſure, from every Tie of: Honor and 
e are W nia | 


bsi 


— we treſpaſs BS 2 Lows: of G 
Peace, when, by arcful Inſinuations and falſe 


doubt not, are both able aud willing, and; | 
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Suggeſtions, we vilify: and traduce the Mes- 


ſures of Government, or aſperſe the Chaxac- 

ters of thoſe by whom it 1s adminiſtered— 
There is a Sort of Sacredneſs affixed ro par- 
ticular Peifons and Things, which cherefore 


ir becomes a kind of Sacrilege to violath and 


prophane —* Thou fhalt nor ſpeak Evil 
« the Ruler of thy People, is a Maxim, che 

Reaſonableneſs and Propriety of which Saine 
Paul could not but ſubſcribe to, even ac the 
Time he was expetieneing che moſt unjuſt 
and inſolent Effects of his Power. And in- 


deed tis the general Doctrine of our Lord 

and his Apoſttes, every where inſiſted on 

throughout the ſacted Writings, to pay un 
| excernal 
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| cranial Neſpect to Magiſtracy) whether: Su- 
preme ori Subordinate; and chis not only to 
the good and gentle, but, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, alſo to the fwward. And, if we ad- 
vert to the Reaſon, we ſhall eaſily ſee the Ex- 
pediency of it. For they are all, in ſome 
Reſpect, che Miniſters of God to us for 
a. Good; ſince Government of any Kind, how- 
ever founded or adminiſtered, muſt be pre- 
ferable to a/Sthre [of e nod Confuſion. 

— bophieiimbe ei i m 
Bur i the ſacred Wikters * thought 
b Nees, of: civil Prudence, thus to 
| guard: che Perſons: and Characters of Rulers 
and: Magiſtrates, even thoſe who act in a 
Manner ſometimes inconſiſtent with the 
high. Truſt, repoſed in them: Surely we of 
this Nation muſt be inexcuſably culpable, 
when, under the beſt civil Eſtabliſhment and 
the moſt mild Adminiſtration, we are led to 
_ © ſpeak evil of Dignities: When we wantonly 
fow the Seeds of Diſſention; or endeavour, by 


e N diſſolve that Tie 
"which 


not learned, even the meaneſt; Le 


dinary domeſtic )Congertig,, hs , Gore 7 20 


1 
CY 


wihh binds and cements the whole feht! 


Sttgerare,” f £195 eine ORG 


27 ang — - T ; - 
Hi 30h pig 2 18 5 0 * 


Ar was a Sapg be bete Be 4 ab 
though no Man undertakes a Trade he has 


ane thinks himſelf ſufficienc] valific or 
the hardeſt of all Trades, 5 5 ang 
ment.” Such i AS the Petulance and 1 "I. 
ouſneſs of the Age, that Men intrude i into jd e 
Myſteries of Stare, canvaſs agd © e 
Actions of cheir Superiors, nay dare © to 
* evil of thoſe 'Things which they know. 
of which indeed . they fouls hat 


3 


an adequate Knowledge; and this, wi 17 of 45 


little Ceremony, as they uſe in their molle 


ment were the only Sdiepce in mhich bil- 


ties were of no Advantage; and. its intticate 


Connections, its ſecret Movements andSpypgs 


were better adapted to the Jaw! Talents ef & FEES 
very impertinent Intruder, than che Wim * 
ee een proper 


3 ” , - 1.2: Copnle 

” * * — 
- 1 3 
* 
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Courſe of 2 bave gualied chemſ clyes 
for the arduous Undertaking; and, from eve- 
1 Conſideration of Duty, Honor and Inte- 
reſt, are. ue nen on dis very 
1 * Thing, . | 
"Tas. Seger to the Chemmriy, 
from ſuch a Temper and Spirit, are obvious 
and Natural. They directiy ſtrike at thoſe 
Diſtinctons, which are fo wiſely eſtabliſhed 
among the different Orders of Men They 
delttoy that mutual Confidence, which ſhould 
al, between tlic Prince and People; and 
in a Word, Fe the F oundation of all Civil 


888 ; 
Power. 4 7h 


enn TI; von 
„ Mark” thedk . the” b Rpadle directe 
them that cauſe Diviſions and Offences 

contrary to the Doctrine which Ve have 
« learned; and avoid them, For they that 
are ſuch ſerye not our Lord-Jeſus. Chriſt, 
hut their own Belly; and by good Words 
ce and fair — deceive che Hearts of 
1 
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WHATEVER their Pretences may be, their 


Practices are directly repugnant. to all Reli- 


gious Principles. For theſe are both pure 
and “ peaceable; without Partiality, and witk- 
* out Hypocriſy.— They command us to 
ce ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man; to the 
“King, as Supreme; and © unto Gover- 

© nors, as acting under his immediate Com- 

miſſion.— In a Word, to © render to all, 

their Dues—Fear to whom Temme ; 

nor to whom Honor,” i 


To conclude then, let as all 0 88 
form our Social Conduct agieeably to theſe 
Divine Precepts; and fo demean Ourſelves, 


in every Relation of Life, that when this 


our Earthly Jeruſalem ſhall be no more, or 
at leaſt our temporary Connections with it 


ſhall ceaſe, we may obtain an Inheritance in 
that which is Above; that © City which hath ; 
Foundations, eternal Foundations, whoſe * +: 


6 Builder and Maker is God. 
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